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Module Topics

 Filters and selections panel

 Filters for Grid, Charting, and GIS Calculation/Display panel

 Live demo / follow along on your own computer

 How to zoom in on a graph

 Exporting query results and viewing results in Excel

 Saving filters and locations from a single query using the 

Query Saver function
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This is the Preferences page, it is the starting page for a query.
This page is where you set query filters and certain display options.



• Custom = national waterway network, no budget data

• Ombil = (slight misnomer) really means CWIS-informed

Budget data covered in a later module

• Docked, used for Rankings and Rollup calculations
• Docked = Counts only tonnage that actually docks within a given reach
• Transit = Includes both docked tonnage and through traffic in the selected reaches

• Flow Docked, tells you every reach that handled any tonnage that your selected reaches 
handled

• Docked = Limits query to origin or destination reach for tonnage
• Transit = Includes both docked and through traffic in the results

4



Users should keep the default selections for the Channel 
Conditions filter unless specifically interested in shoaling 
impact scenarios.

Shoaling scenarios is covered in a separate module
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Inbound:  Cargo that enters a waterway and will offload there

Indeterminate:  Unknown, potentially because of missing data

Intrasystem:  Traffic that gets on and off the water within the location areas selected 
(Users select the specific areas under the LOCATIONS page)

Outbound:  Traffic that is entering the water and leaving the area

Through:  Traffic that is passing through a channel, not stopping at a port



Downbound : This designation is specific mostly to rivers 
with an obvious flow direction

Some ports use the upbound/downbound designation 
for traffic control within a port area.

Unknown : Traffic moving in an unknown direction

Upbound : Traffic moving upriver 7



Default setting: most recent year only

Note that you can select Calendar Year or Fiscal Year

Hold down the Ctrl key to select multiple years

When selecting multiple years ask yourself:
Will I want my results as an average for all years, summed across all years, 
or details by year?
There is a separate radio button to select one those options on another part of 
the Preferences page.
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Dry Cargo Barge

Liquid Barge

Other (Cranes, etc.)

Rafted Logs

Self-Propelled Dry

Tanker

Towboat

Hold Ctrl key to select multiple vessel types



To select only container ship traffic:
Shipment: Containerized
Vessel type: Self-Propelled Dry

To select only Dry Bulk cargo
Shipment: Non-Containerized
Vessel type: Self-Propelled Dry

Selecting for Containers Vs. Bulk Cargo
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Canadian-Exports: Exclusive to U.S. Exports to Canada. This traffic NOT included in Overseas-Exports

Canadian-Imports: Exclusive to U.S. Imports from Canada.  This traffic NOT included in Overseas-Imports

Coastwise: from one U.S. port to another via deepwater

Ferry: Historical category, no longer used

Internal: Barge traffic on rivers, but also for areas like GIWW and Long Island Sound that might be 

considered internal.

Intra-Territory: involving Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands

Intransit-Exports: a catch-all category

Intransit-Imports

Lakewise: Domestic traffic between U.S. Great Lakes ports

Local: Traffic within a port

Overseas-Exports: international shipments, non-Canadian

Overseas-Imports:  international shipments, non-Canadian                      

Unknown

Tip: Users interested in 
deep-draft tonnage 
commonly select the 
following three traffic types: 

• Coastwise 

• Overseas-Exports

• Overseas-Imports
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This filter allows users to specify a vessel draft (ft) range in the query. 
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This filter allows users to limit their query to specific commodity groups as defined by 

Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center (WCSC).  

The broadest commodity level is 1-Digit specificity, the greatest level of commodity detail 

included in CPT data is the 5-Digit level.

A cross-reference file for commodity codes is available at: 

http://www.navigationdatacenter.us/data/datacomm.htm  
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14Click on the plus sign to expand a Commodity menu
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Check that the radio 
button for 
Commodity Level 
matches the level of 
detail you select in 
the Commodity 
menu.

If you want 5-digit 
commodity specificity 
in your query results, 
click the 5-Digit radio 
button.



Tip: make sure the Commodity Level radio button matches the 
level of Commodity detail you need for your results
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Filters for USACE budget 
related queries

Must have the Network filter set to “Ombil”  for this type of 
query to show results.
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Budget Years: filter allows users to include USACE budget info, currently through 2013.  
Data under this filter is not yet on a regular update schedule 
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‘Type Fund’ data includes only monies that were given a presidential budget rank of ‘1’, which 
means they got funding.  Any supplemental funds are not captured in the database.
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Filters for Grid, Charting, and GIS Calculation/Display
This group of filters customize how results are presented to you. 
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Most users will use the default settings for these filters
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To get the maximum number of output table rows and columns select all GROUP BY 
boxes
Can be changed while viewing results

Sort the rows in your results table (highest to lowest) based on numbers of trips, tons, 
or $
Can be changed while viewing results

When viewing charts how should the columns be arranged?
Recommend leaving this setting as ‘Chart Dependent’

Example graphs if ‘Trips’ is selected
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Detroit projects: Order Chart By = Trips

Note that different projects are listed in the legend

If the chart y-axis is something Tonnage, having the ‘Order Chart By’ filter set to ‘Trips’ can make 
the graph seem choppy, and also it will display different projects in the graph.
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Detroit projects – Ordered by = TripsDetroit projects: Order Chart By = Chart Dependent

Note that different projects are listed in the legend
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If you have multiple years selected, how should CPT calculate results for you?
Cannot be changed while viewing results.  (5-year averages are popular)

These filters determine the number of bars in your bar-chart
Cannot be changed when viewing tables

N = 5
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Options to include extra columns in your results table view
Cannot be changed when viewing results



Live demo / follow along exercise

• Log in to CPT

• Preferences page – leave all defaults

• Locations Page
• Lakes and Rivers: Huntington: Big Sandy Harbor

Big Sandy River (Mile 000.0 To Mile 122.0) (202020)

• Lakes and Rivers: Louisville: Green and Barren Rivers
Green And Barren Rivers, Ky (Mile 000.0 To Mile 008.9) (202320)

• Explore the Rankings and Rollup tabs
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Start of demo: begin on the Preferences page, leave all default settings. Click Continue button.
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On the Locations 
page select the two 
reaches shown at 
left.

After the reaches 
are selected, click 
the Continue
button.

The next screen will 
take you to see your 
results.
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Click on the first graph to view it

Make sure you are in the Reports: Reach
level view, viewing the Rankings tab
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Then scroll down the screen…..

Click on the Rollup tab, the top table in your screen should look like the image below.
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After scrolling to the bottom of the screen:
Click on the 4th graph, Rollup Reach Commodity Draft vs. Average Yearly Tons
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How to zoom in on a graph
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Zoomed in view of Commodity Draft vs. Tons (x1k). Click on the Reset Zoom button to 
return to the full graph view.

End of ‘live demo’



Exporting Query Results 
to Excel

These screenshot are for illustrative purposes only, they are 
not associated with the previous live demo slides.
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Exporting query results to Excel:
After you run a query and are viewing the desired results screen, 
click on the Export to Excel button.
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Exporting query results: to Excel

• Export file names have limited descriptive power

• Exported files DO NOT CONTAIN ANY INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE REACHES IN YOUR QUERY

• Tip: Choose ‘Save As’ , then edit filename

• Tip: Take a screenshot of your selected reaches and 
copy it into your excel file

• Tip: Take screenshots of CPT graphs and copy into your 
excel file, for later use or comparison
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Exporting query results : to Excel
1st Worksheet view



41

Exporting query results : to Excel
2nd Worksheet view



Exporting your query settings– saving .cpt file
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• Set filters (on Preferences pages) and select reaches (Locations page) as desired 
• Click on the Query Saver tab in the menu bar 

To save your current query click on 
the Save Query button.

You will then get a prompt for saving 
the file (depending on your web 
browser settings).

Select ‘Save As’ and alter the file name to fit any relevant Excel exports.

You can load a saved .cpt file in the Query Saver page to review filter and location selections 
associated with that query.



End of Module 2

Please practice running CPT 
queries by completing 
Exercise 1

43

Questions?

Ned Mitchell, Kenneth.N.Mitchell@usace.army.mil

Marin Kress, Marin.M.Kress@usace.army.mil 


